The Rutgers suicide: Was the Internet to blame?

“Has social nerworking gone too far?” said Rick
Hampson ir. 1754 Today. The larest victim of
Facebaok culture is Tyler Clementi, a freshman

week after his roommate surreptitiovsly filmed
his dorm-room teysc with another man and
streamed the footage live on the Tnterret, using
his ‘Pwitter account to drum up an andience.
“I'hroughour the rragedy, the Internet was a key
player,” with Clementi even pasting a farey
sssago—" Jumping of[ the gw bridec
to Facebook before throwing himsel
George Washington Bridge into the Hudsou River. Clementi's
rocmate, Dharun Ravi, and zlleged accomplice Molly Wi
ng eriminal charges, said Dernick Jackson in The Boston
Globe. Dot technology also played a critical role in chis horrible
story. Our “laprops, webcams, and cell phones” can be wonderful
Lools for hulpmg s COnmect \Mlh Lne dl][llh(_l’, bt “I.hn:y cun also
be the most terrible of weapons.™

Hemophobia and cruelty, not Facebook or Lwitter, killed Iyler
Clementi, said Susan _]acohv in WashingtonPost.com. Despite

the slowly growing acceplance of gays in our socicty, the process
of “coming our™ for a gay teenager is still painful a'ld terrifying.
I'hat ] hebauqe of heartless bullies like Dharun Ravi, who decided
1o “ouwt™ his roomimate online in the most humiliating Gashion pos-
sible. Society in general may be moving toward greater aceeptance
of homosexualiry, said Jesse McKinley in The New York Times, but
teenagers are as cruel o cach othen and as viciously incolesanc of
anyone “dilferent,” as they ever were, Last month, a gay 15-year-
old from Indiana huryg himself after “a constant stream of invective
against him at school,” and two weeks later, a gay 13-year-old

from Texas shot himsclf for the same reason.

But it’s new technology thar makes that harass-
ment so deadly and so prevalent, said the New
York Datly News in an editorial. The anonymity
of the Internet “can amplify sociopathic tenden-
cies” in acherwise “normal” people. Worse, it
has left the victims of bullying with nowhere to
run, and no time o recover, as they know the
next attack cou'd come at any moment, day or
night, and will reach them wherever they are,
wia laptop or smart phone. Ravi and heve
heen charged with viclacing Clementi’s privacy, said Neil Steinberg
ie the Chicago Sun-Times, but as 18-year-olds “reared in the
Blogger-Twitter-Facebook culture,” they likely have a very differ-
ent concept of privacy than the rest of us, T'odq} s young, pPrﬁ|
grew up online, sharing every thought and every intimate detail of

ir lives with anonymous strangers. Many of themn may now Le
-pable of drawing lines between private and public.®

Particularly when it comes o sex, said lnvestors Business Daily.

The digital revolution has ushered in a second sexual revolution,

a species-wide “mass psychosis” thar has seen us abandon all
notions of privacy, shame, and obscenity. Teen girls cagerly post
lingerie or nude shots of themselves on Faceboole: middle class
conples upload videos of their sexual activid # millions
watch, Clementi is a casualey of a socicty that “has come to think
‘all the bedrooms are a stage.™ If we want o avoid more of these
tragedies, said Kathleen Parker in The Washington Post, “we have
to rally ourselves W stop the insanity of narcissism and exhibition-
ism™ that has infected our culture, For our own sake, and in Iyler
Clement's memory, “Ler’s try friending decency.”




